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Monsoonal Microburst Makes a Mess
by Paul Tetreault, photos by David Russell
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FOREST FALLS - AUGUST 13th 2022,
It was a fine and beautiful day until early
Debi Welch
in the afternoon when the dark clouds
President
crept over the ridge. Our mountain
Matt Bottenberg
communities can always use a bit of rain
Vice President
during these parched and drought fearing
times, but we prefer a longer slow
Nicole Adams
precipitation. Sure, it started calm and
Secretary
slow and then “boom, Boom”, “BOOM”
Bernadette Griffith
it sounded like someone shot a cannon
Treasurer
outside my back door. I had to check my
yard to make sure nothing had exploded.
Carol Burgess
Then it came, a downpour like we have
Member at Large
Tree
trunks
in
the
5’
high
mud
at
Slide
Creek
(photo
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David
Russell)
not seen for a few years now. Inches in
minutes. The microburst of of monsoonal rain came down over Yucaipa ridge between Forest Home and
Terry Hamilton
Member at Large
the Picnic grounds at the Big Falls trailhead. This kind of downpour makes it own wind weather and
we watched as the buckets of water
John Ruble
coming down were actually blowing
Member at Large
sideways, seemingly defying gravity.
position available
In fairly short order we heard the
Member at Large
rushing of water, tree trunks and
boulders smashing their way down
position available
the normally dry and dribbly creek
Member at Large
beds, sounding like a freight train.
I knew if this was happening at
Bear Facts Staff
my house, the rest of our canyon
was going to be a mess for sure.
Editor
Position Currently Avaiable
Mudslides came across Valley of
the Falls Drive in at least 5 places.
Paul Tetreault
Wood Road’s Bridalveil creek broke
Layout Artist
Rocks & mud piled against a garage at Snow Creek (photo by David Russell) out of it’s bed, 2 flows near Momyer
to submit
and the fire station (Slide Creek), surrounding the
Letters to the Editor
Jelly home. Snow Creek, the dip at the top of the
write to:
hill just west of Big Falls Lodge, was filled with
bearfactseditor@gmail.com
tons of rock and mud, and Rattlesnake Creek broke
and loosed many rocks and tree trunks across
VOF drive and down into the Island/Alder access
road. Near 100 hiker/picnickers were stranded
at the picnic grounds, locals began the cleanup
before the rain had even stopped, but a special
thanks to our Firefighters, and locals with earth
moving gear, that got on it right away and cleared
path’s in the road, making travel accessable once
again that same evening. Also a big thanks to all
the residents who helped other locals and visitors
Capt. McIntosh on the Loader (photo by David Russell)
deal with the hardship of this weather’s wrath.
Please Support Us $15/yr
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Mountain C.A.R.E.
President’s Message
by Debi Welch

Hello Friends and Neighbors! It’s that
time again! Autumn is whispering hello
in the early mornings and evenings with
a cool breeze, signaling that Summer is
almost over. School has started at Fallsvale
Elementary as well as for the bigger kids
who ride the bus down the hill to Redlands.
In the last couple of years we have had a lot
of new folks find our beautiful canyon and decided just like we all
have, that this is where they’d like to live. There is a very special
kind of magic on our mountain and if you get it, you get it. Some
do and some don’t, the mountain isn’t for everyone.
Every so often we hear someone say the mountain has changed, it’s
not the same as it used to be. Well that’s true, things change and
progress happens whether we like it or not. But I would like to ask
you all, whether you’re going on your 44th year on the mountain
like me or just moved here: Please reach out and introduce yourself
to your neighbors, swap phone numbers and keys. When someone
new moves onto your street, make an introduction and let’s lead
by example. With all this new energy and people here, let’s break
them in right and teach them how to be a good neighbor. We watch
out for each other! We need each other, please remember that your
neighbor is your first resource in a natural disaster, ie: flood, fire,
earthquake or even a longtime power outage. If you’re not happy
with the tone you see in people, take some initiative to change it
up! Make it better. Sometimes a wave at a neighbor is enough to
change their whole day.
One of my all time favorite things about Forest Falls, Mt Home
Village and Angelus Oaks is that we do have a community and
we do make a difference, it’s part of the magic we feel here in this
special place we call home. Personally over the years I’ve seen a
lot of change, mostly good, some not so good but we’ve dealt with
it, moved on, formed committees to fix what needed fixing and
continued to live in Southern California’s not so best kept secret!
So, take a vested interest in your community…there are so many
groups that need help, your participation is welcome! There
are tons of opportunities to pitch in. Our Schools, Churches,
and Disaster Prep teams to start, but also, the events we love at
Halloween, Thanksgiving, Christmas and Independence Day.
Right now we have a need right here, right now, for an editor for
this fine publication. We already have someone laying out the
Bear Facts so the new editor would be responsible for interacting
with residents and civic leaders to gather the content for this
newspaper that has such a rich history. If you want to know where
to start, email me and let’s go from there: debi@forestfalls.com.
Lastly with my favorite season upon us, I’d like to remind everyone
that Monday, October 31, 2022 @ 5:30 pm, on Halloween there
will be trick or treating downtown. We will have maps of homes
participating for easy trick or treating. We will be serving warm
apple cider. So bring a chair and blanket to downtown for this fun
and low commitment event! If you don’t want to come downtown
but still give out candy at your home, just make sure that we get
your address on the Trick Or Treat Trail List! Happy Fall, Y’all
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Garden Plans for the Fall

by Frozen Green Thumb Garden Club
Our Summer is ending, and we are receiving the Fall season
with open arms. When I moved to Forest Falls, a friend told
me that the gardening season is very short in this canyon. I
was thinking that we should have some options for gardening
in the Fall months. Or at least to plant in Fall and harvest in Spring.
September
• Make preparations for mulching your beds for the winter. Bagged
mulch is always available, but getting a truckload delivered is very
economical. If you don’t think you can use a whole truckload, ask
your neighbors if you can split a load.
• Many fibrous rooted perennials should be transplanted every 3
-5 years as a general rule. Fall is the time to divide and transplant
plants that flower in the Spring while Fall flowering ones like
chrysanthemums should be done in the Spring. Cut back tops to 4 6” to reduce transplant stress. Thoroughly prepare the new planting
site.
• Allow plants to finish the Summer growth cycle in a normal
manner. Never encourage growth with heavy applications of
fertilizer or excessive pruning. Plants will delay their dormancy
process that has already begun in anticipation of winter in the
months ahead. New growth can be injured by an early freeze.
• Fall is a good time for improving your garden soil. Add manure,
compost and leaves to increase the organic matter content. Wood
ashes contain phosphorous, potassium and calcium. They can be
placed on vegetable gardens and flower beds as a top dressing that
will feed into the soil all winter.
• Be sure to keep garden beds weed free. Every weed you pull now
will help make weeding much easier next Spring.
• Some perennial flowers and bulbs will start to go dormant this
month. Marking their location with a painted Popsicle stick or
drawing out a map of your bed is helpful come Spring so you don’t
forget where things are.
• Fertilize roses for the last time this year.
• Dig, divide, and move daylilies after they’ve finished their bloom.
• Late this month, start to plant next year’s garlic, shallot, and
perennial onion crop.
October
• Plant Spring flowering bulbs like tulip, daffodil, hyacinth, and
crocus. Place chicken wire on the ground over newly planted bulbs
to deter animals from digging.
• Drain the hoses and empty the bird baths before a hard frost.
• Potted perennials can be buried in an empty part of the vegetable
garden or surrounded with a thick layer of straw to get them
through the winter.
• Dig and divide Spring and Summer flowering perennials now.
Late Summer and Fall flowering ones can be done in the Spring.
Cut foliage back, replant and water well. Wait until winter is in
full-swing to add new mulch for winter protection during their first
winter.
• Keep an eye on the weather and harvest any remaining Summer
produce like beans, eggplant, peppers, and tomatoes before a hard
frost rolls in.
• Cut and dry or freeze remaining herbs. (continued on page 3)

Check out current community news at www.mtncare.com
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Considering Books

by Katherine Thomerson Bird
Hello Mountain Community Readers!!! It is
hot and humid here in Indiana amidst many
beautiful thunderstorms; another time to
sit on the screened-in porch and read with
tense lightening/thunder backdrop noise for
whatever book I am reading. The following
book is “thunderous” reading.
CLOUD CUCKOO LAND by Anthony Doerr
I begin with a quote from THERE THERE by
Tommy Orange (another book everyone should
read). “My mother said, the world is made of
stories, nothing else, just stories and stories about
stories.”
Do not be disheartened by the title of this book,
nor that it is over 600 pages long. It is intriguing
and will fill you with awe about what it means to
have stories. Doerr writes, “This book, intended
as a paean to books, is built upon the foundations of many other
books.” This is true for this book enriches the reader with “stories
about stories”.
CLOUD CUCKOO LAND follows five characters, whose stories
span six centuries. It begins in 15thCentury Constantinople. We
hear the voice of Anna, a 12 year old who lives with her sister (as
orphans) in a house of women who make their living embroidering
robes for priests. Anna is an adventurer and secretly explores her
seaside village at night. Not only does she learn how to read from
a wise man, but she explores the seaside caves and discovers an
ancient hidden library with old, old manuscripts, stories. On these
adventures, she meets a young boy, Omeir. That’s one story. Then
the reader is taken to present day Idaho and then decades later on
an interstellar ship with families trying to escape earth. In Idaho,
the reader meets Zeno, 85 years old and a Korean War Vet prisoner
of war who learned Greek while imprisoned, trying to rehearse
with children in the small town library upstairs for a play , an
adaptation of an old story, Aethon’s story, preserved for centuries.
While they rehearse in the library, a bomb has been planted in the
bookshelves by a troubled teenager, Seymour. Another story.
Then the reader meets Konstance in the future who has been
secretly locked in an interstellar ship and has never set foot on
planet Earth; or so she thinks. She remembers all the stories her
father told her, especially Aethon’s story. “Stories about stories.”
All characters and their stories are intertwined from chapter to
chapter across centuries. Stories passed down and with incredible
intensity and imagination into each of the lives of all characters,
even Seymour, the troubled teenager (surprise ending). Doerr is
brilliant!
According to the New York Times: This book is hauntingly
beautiful.” San Francisco Chronicle, “Gorgeous…moves with the
pace of a thriller.” All true.
Though I balked at the title and the 600+ pages, I stormed through
this book sitting on my screened porch while thunder, lightning
and rain provided background music. I loved this book and
recommended it to my book group in Redlands. Everyone loved
it and our zoom discussion lasted over two hours! And now I am
saying to you lovers of good books and stories, Read This Book!!!!
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Anthony Doerr is the author of Pulitzer Prize winning ALL THE
LIGHT WE CANNOT SEE which has a movie release in 2023.
CLOUD CUCKOO is being considered for a Netflix series.
Doerr said it took him 7 years to write this book. Wow!!
At the end of CLOUD CUCKOO LAND, Konstance says, “And
the tale I have to tell is so ludicrous, so incredible, that you’ll
never believe a word of it, and yet, she taps the end of the young
boy’s nose, it’s true.”

Garden Plans for the Fall

continued from page 2
• Save seeds from favorite self-pollinating, non-hybrid flowers
such as marigolds by allowing the flower heads to mature. Lay
seeds on newspaper and turn them often to dry. Store the dry seeds
in glass jars or envelopes in a cool, dry, dark place.

• Leave seed heads on asters, sunflowers, & cosmos for birds to eat.
• Thin any greens like kale, chard, and spinach that you won’t
overwinter, and eat the thinnings.
November

• If you haven’t already, get your new Spring flowering bulbs
planted now.

• Empty, clean and store planters where they will dry for the winter.
• Continue to check houseplants for insects that may have come
indoors as you brought the plants inside.
• The end of the month should be consistently cold enough to start
applying a 2-4” layer of protective mulch.
• Sow seeds of poppies, hollyhock and bachelor’s buttons.
• Harvest bunching onions, then plant more in a new site.
• Last chance to plant garlic!

I hope you can apply some of these tips to your garden. I like the
idea of planting garlic. I will let you know next year about my
garlic harvest. Tips submitted by Romina LaBerteaux.
The Frozen Green Thumb Garden Club’s Annual Plant Sale on
June 18th was a huge success! Our mountain communities came
together for a day of gardening and goodies, fun and festivities.
Thanks so much to all the businesses and citizens that supported
this endeavor and donated for our raffle. Gillmore Realty, Matrix
Group Realty, and Titan Real Estate Group donated money for
gorgeous greenery that was raffled off. Cherry Valley Nursery
and Emingers Nursery donated magnificent plants. El Mexicano
donated two gift certificates for meals and Julie Beckman donated
her delicious scones. Dale Clark made bat boxes that were a big hit
with the crowd; he actually sold one more than he made!

Barbara Vance and Beth Tetreault donated a real antique smudge
pot from the orchards that formerly surrounded this area. The
lucky winner was delighted! Jan Horton made beautiful homemade
cards that were raffled off. Thank you to Jodean Forgues and
Elizabeth Vasquez for selling their wares. A special “Thank You”;
goes to VFCCi for graciously hosting this event and our own
David Dickinson for guarding the Community Center overnight.
We want to acknowledge the hard work and effort made by our
club members to make this a successful event. A big thank you,
as always, to our generous mountain communities that unite in
supporting our Annual Plant Sale!
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New Flight Services Closer to Home
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by the Victor Valley News Group
The San Bernardino International Airport (SBD) just north of the
10 freeway between Tippecanoe and Waterman made local history
in August with the first commercial passenger flights in the county.
Newcomer, Breeze Airways now has daily nonstop service from
SBD to San Francisco International Airport (SFO), with a onestop, same-plane service to Provo Airport (PVU) in Utah.

Breeze, an airline founded by aviation entrepreneur and JetBlue
founder David Neeleman in 2021, focuses on connecting travelers
in underserved cities with air service to the U.S. destinations they
want to visit most, through efficient and affordable flights.
Frank J. Navarro, SBD’s Commission President said,“New
commercial flights raise the Inland Empire’s profile in the Southern
California region, and create much-needed jobs for our growing
community,”

“We have the rare honor today of being the very first commercial
airline to fly into San Bernardino, marking a major milestone for
the airport and its community,” said Breeze Airways President Tom
Doxey. “We congratulate the government leaders and airport

COME ONE...COME ALL

Yard sales will be in Mountain Home Village, Angelus Oaks,
and Forest Falls. You may get a map at the Elkhorn Store or the
Angelus Oaks Restaurant. A map may also be downloaded from
the Facebook Page 23 Mile Yard Sales or 909-794-0885.

New Airline Breeze on the tarmac at SBD

officials that helped make this happen and look forward to serving
the residents of the region.”
SBD marked history once again when Breeze Airways’ flight
to SFO pushed back from the boarding gate as the airport’s first
departing commercial flight, with passengers and crew members
receiving a water cannon salute by airport firefighters.

“I’ve had the incredible opportunity to experience and see San
Bernardino International Airport’s revitalization, progression, and
evolution for many decades,” said SBD CEO Michael Burrows.
“I grew up in this community and airport—both on and off the
airfield—when it was the former Norton Air Force Base and
continue to be amazed at the powerful contributions from our
Commissioners, Board, Staff, and partners.”
Breeze Airways’ daily service is a positive impact on the Inland
Empire, infusing up to $57 million annually into the region
through new aviation careers such as ticketing and gate agents,
ground handlers, TSA employees, flight attendants and pilots,
aircraft mechanics, and concessionaires. For more about SBD’s
continuing evolution go to FlySBD.com.

Check out current community news at www.mtncare.com
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On Being Prepared

by Greyback Preparedness Team, Angelus Oaks
WHAT IS GREYBACK?
Sunday Morning on June 28, 1992
at 4:57 a.m., the Landers Earthquake with
a magnitude of 7.3 was felt throughout
Southern California.
Our sleeping town of Angelus Oaks was
caught off guard and suddenly was faced with a lot of damage of
homes throughout the town.
However, that was minor compared to the damage done on
Highway 38. The Highway was impassable, up and down. No one
could get in or out of the town. Fortunately, at that time of the
morning, not many people were on the road. Those few tourists
who were, were stranded in town at the Country Store and the
Oaks Restaurant. After a couple of days, people were able to
slowly leave taking the USFS #1N12 to get off the mountain but it
took months to clear the highway of landslides.
This was a wake up call for several of our higher altitude
communities. The realization that a major earthquake could hit our
mountain home at any moment and have devastating consequences
on the town became a big concern. It did not take long to establish
a plan of action to protect the people of Angelus Oaks when that
time comes.
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folks would be the ears and eyes to assist the Fire Station.
Behind Fire Station 98, you’ll find large walk-in bins full of tools,
first aid supplies, sleeping and shelter provisions, along with food
and meal preparations to feed up to 300 people daily for 72 hours
or more during a crisis. And of course the Communication Hut
remains with monthly call in practices.
Plans were developed by B.J. Meelker and Mary Raineri to raise
money for supplies thru personal donations, contributions from
various agencies and an Annual Labor Day BBQ, potlucks and Ice
Cream Socials.
Greyback Disaster Preparedness Group has diminished over the
years due to aging volunteers and people moving on, but the
purpose of the Non Profit program still stands. Where there were
as many as 20 or more volunteers, is now held together by an
aging few. Fortunately, our new CERT (Community Emergency
Response Team) program is now established and is setting up its
training for fall of 2022, lead by retired San Bernardino County
Sheriff Deputy, Paul Franklin, a resident of Angelus Oaks.
Contact Paul at 909-702-3953 for further detail
Greyback will continue to keep watch over the “BIG ONE” by
maintaining and building our supplies and to be ready to help
our Community. But, in order to continue with the tradition of
being prepared, we need more volunteers to come forward to
keep this one of a kind organization going. GDPG is a 501 (c) (3)
that oversees the Angelus Oaks Fire Safe Council as well.
Submitted by Jerrie Crowell, Greyback Chairman

Back in the Hey Day
The Effingers, Freelands and Raineri families formed the Greyback
Disaster Preparedness Group with Articles of Organization on Sept.
15, 1996. One of the main needs was to insure that communication
within and outside the community was available. A HAM Radio
club was organized by Mr. Fonda and Dave Freeland, which was
named the Greyback Communication Network, with 20 operators
and radios provided by the SBCFD thru Fire Captain Vance
Tomaselli in 1996 at what was then Fire Station 15 in Angelus
Oaks. Secondly, to cover the needs of Angelus Oaks, in a dire
emergency, a small group of volunteers was formed to check on
the condition and needs of neighbors on each street after a major
quake. The volunteers went through months of training drills on
first aid, checking on conditions of homes and tagging areas and
injuries for the First Responders. Each volunteer carried first aid
supplies, communication radios and other supplies with them. As
they walked along their routes, they would communicate back to
the Communication Hut, located behind the Fire Station. These
Check out old issues of the Bear Facts at www.mtncare.com
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Check out current community news at www.mtncare.com
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Community Events & Activities Calendar
Angelus Oaks - Forest Falls - Mountain Home Village

Autumn 2022 Special Events

When

What

Sep 3

Fire Fighter Dinner

Big Falls Lodge

Sep 3

Greyback Prep Annual
Labor Day BBQ

Fire Station 98
Angelus Oaks

Sep4

Where

Angelus Oaks Volunteer
Fire Pancake Breakfast

What else?

Fire Station 98
Angelus Oaks

Oct 15

Lifestream
blood drive
Hand Crafts and
Bake Sale

Oct 30

Harvest Festival

Big Falls Lodge

Oct 31

Trick or Treat

Downtown FF

Nov 24

Thanksgiving Dinner

Big Falls Lodge

Oct 9

Big Falls Lodge
Fire Station 98
Angelus Oaks

Saturday of Labor Day Weekend, from 5:00- 7:00 pm
Chicken $10, or Steak $12, Station 99 Shirts & Swag plus a raffle.
11:30am - 1:30 pm $5.00
Hamburgers, Hot Dogs, salads, beans, beverages and dessert.

7:30-11 am, Breakfast is $7.50 Pancakes, bacon, sausage and eggs,
for more details check the Angelus Oaks Facebook page

Blood drives are from noon til 5 PM in the Bloodmobile. Links to
sign up will be posted on FB as each drive gets closer. Thank you
Angelus Oaks Annual Hand Crafts and Bake Sale, Saturday, October
15, 1-4pm at the Fire Station.

A new twist for Forest Falls this Halloween; Contests, Food, Bake Sale,
Family Fun. Noon -5 pm. Volunteers needed call Rocky 951-500-7468
Kids Trick-or-Treat safely. Adults bring a chair, grab a spot and hand out
candy, visit neighbors and watch the color costumes of the kids walking by.

From 2-5 (ish) Turkey and Ham provided please sign up to bring a
side dish. Volunteers needed call Dee at 909-794-0885

Regularly Scheduled Events

What
Angelus Oaks
Fire Department
Forest Falls
Fire Department

Angelus Oaks
Fire Safe Council

When

Where

What else?

2nd & 4th Tuesdays
each month at 6pm

Angelus Oaks
Fire Station (98)

Tuesdays at 6:30pm

Forest Falls
Fire Station (99)

909-794-4413

Valley of the Falls
Community Church

Ages 12-18 welcome.

Meets periodically

Dates announced on the A.O. FSC Bulletin Board
in the Angelus Oaks Post Office.

Valley of the Falls
Church Youth Group

Wednesdays 6pm-8pm.

Frozen Green Thumb
Garden Club

3rd Monday each month
at Big Falls Lodge
11:30 am - 12:30 pm

All are welcome.

Music Night in
Forest Falls

Tuesdays 6:30-9:30 pm

at Big Falls Lodge

All Musicians, all styles, all levels are welcome,
anyone can come play or just come and listen.

The Needlers
Knitting Group

Tuesdays 9:30-11:30 am

7th Day Adventist
Church, Forest Falls

All are welcome, Contact Denise Reid 794-5130.

Check out old issues of the Bear Facts at www.mtncare.com
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Potluck Thanksgiving Dinner at BFL

Thursday November 24, 2022

Anyone up for a big bird dinner style community gathering?
It will be on Thanksgiving day November 24, at Big Falls
Lodge from 2 - 5pm. The Potluck Dinner team is in need
of turkeys and hams to be donated. Dee Konczal will cook
the turkeys, hams, stuffing and potatoes. Residents and
friends attending are asked to bring a side dish or dessert and
sign-up on the special sheet that will be available at the
post office in November. We would be most grateful
if you could make your reservation and note your
dish contribution by Nov. 15th. Volunteer and helpers
are needed to make this event happen. Please email
dkonczal2@gmail.com or call 909-794-0885 if you can
volunteer to help put this event on!

“We must find time to stop and thank the
people who make a difference in our lives”
~ John F. Kennedy

A Publication of Mountain C.A.R.E.

Valley of the Falls
Community Center News

Today, the San Bernardino County Board of Supervisors
unanimously voted to approve $50,000 in funding for the
revitalization of the Valley of the Falls Community Center, also
known as, Big Falls Lodge (run by VFCCi) in Forest Falls.
This building provides a venue for vital community meetings,
emergency preparedness events, food distributions, community
blood drives, and non-profit fundraising activities. Over the years,
much-needed maintenance projects have fallen by the wayside,
making the facility less operational.
Supervisor Rowe, Vice Chair of the Board of Supervisors, said,
“Today’s action assures infrastructure repairs and replacements
at the VFCCi’s Center. These upgrades will ultimately provide
an improved, reliable, and familiar community meeting place.
Regardless of size or location, all our communities need a place
where residents can gather to discuss community needs. I thank
my fellow supervisors for approving this funding.”
VFCCi President Olivia Borges said, “The funding request approved
today will give the residents of Forest Falls some reassurance that
their concerns have been heard. This will go a long way towards
improving access to important informational meetings for all
residents, regardless of age or disability. These upgrades will help
VFCCi stay self-sufficient thanks to ongoing use contributions for
weddings and other private events. I appreciate Supervisor Rowe’s
commitment to Forest Falls and helping us meet the needs of our
growing community.” This funding will overhaul the Center’s
parking lot, upgrade the kitchen, and provide fresh paint and
flooring. Pending approval from the County Department of Public
Works, the work on this project should begin in September.

Check
community
news
at www.mtncare.com
All hyperlinks work and
getout
youcurrent
to more
content and
connections
when you visit www.mtncare.com
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THANK YOU

Valley of the Falls
Community Center Inc.
Think
Big Falls Lodge
for your next event…
www.VFCCi.org

Event Coordinator
Dee Konczal
events@vfcci.org
Caretaker
Megan Danner
909.809.7605

Facilities Manager
Jon Schaefer
Board of Directors
Olivia Borges
President
Oliviaborges76@gmail.com
Josh Olsen
Vice President
Josholsen4title@gmail.com
Jennifer Johnson
Secretary
jenjohnsondesigns@gmail.com
Bernadette Griffith
Treasurer
bernie@forestfalls.com
Dee Konczal
dkonczal2@gmail.com
Misha Boyarski
misha@forestfalls.com
Barbara Dickinson
bd4r63@verizon.net
Michelle Macri
Michelle_Young@yahoo.com
Suzanne Serdahely
piserdahely@gmail.com

Craft Fairs, Potlucks, Breakfast with Santa, CERT Training,
Garden Club Meetings, Music Night, Search & Rescue Breakfast,
Movie Night, Game Night, Weddings, Memorials, Birthday Parties ...
- How many of these have YOU attended?
What wonderful news! San Bernardino County Supervisor Dawn Rowe announced that the Board
of Supervisors approved $50,000 in funding for the improvements needed to our community
center (Big Falls Lodge). View the press release on page 8.
“Oh gosh, I would really like to get more involved in community activities”. We hear this a lot.
Well, you can easily get involved by volunteering to help with any number of activities and fund
raisers sponsored by VFCCI (the governing 501c3 organization that runs the Community Center.)
Big Falls Lodge (a.k.a. The Community Center) is filling up with great activities aimed at
providing fun and information for our little community - There is Music Night where locals come
together make music, Family Game Night where all can enjoy a good old fashion night of board
games, The Frozen Green Thumb Garden Club meets, Movie Night, as well as our Jamboree,
Breakfast with Santa, Halloween Harvest, Search and Rescue Breakfast, Forest Falls Firefighter’s
Association Labor Day Dinner, Community Meetings, Blood Drives, Shot Clinics for Companion
Pets, C.E.R.T., Potlucks …. Well, you get it! The Community Center is for the community.
Watch for the announcements about the up coming events and volunteer! It is a great and fun way
to become involved with the community and getting to know your neighbors!
The community center is also available for weddings, family reunions, Memorials, Birthday and
Anniversary Celebrations, Retirements – Donation prices and availability can be checked on by
calling 909-794-0885 or messaging our event calendar coordinator at events@vfcci.org.
We are so grateful to the San Bernardino County Board Supervisors who granted us $50,000
for much needed improvements to the center. This is wonderful – but, we need donations and
funding all of the time to keep our center open, the lights on and up and running. You can help
with a donation made through our web page. Simply go to www.VFCCi.org and follow the PayPal link. Your donation is tax deductible.
We would like to thank Susan Iles who is leaving the position of secretary. Susan has left very big
shoes to fill, but, we know Jennifer Johnson is up to the challenge. We hope that you will attend
our events and enjoy the company of your neighbors! See you all very soon.
Fire Safety: The board is still seeking community members to join the Fire Safe Council. This is a
committee that meets periodically to discuss and make decisions on keeping the canyon safe
throughout the fire season. Interested? Want more information? call Olivia at 626-506-7484.
Please Donate: We would like to invite you to make a donation to support VFCCi and Big Falls
Lodge. Just go to www.VFCCi.org and look for the Pay-Pal link. Also, if you haven’t done so
already, please sign up for “Amazon Smiles”, then choose “VFCCi”. This is a free way to support
VFCCCi and give back to the community every time you make an Amazon purchase.
VFCCi Board of Directors meets every 3 months to discuss ongoing concerns. If you have ideas
or suggestions for a great use of the building or fundraising, reach out, we’d love to hear from
you! We work hard to make it available to everyone, we hope you appreciate having this great
building in your community.
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The Bear Facts is a publication of Mountain C.A.R.E., a non-profit organization.
We appreciate the patronage of our advertisers and the services they offer to our readers.
However, the subscribers and the Board of Directors of Mountain C.A.R.E., are not endorsing these companies simply by
including the ads in this publication. The advertisers pay for the privilege to post their ads and The Bear Facts is produced in
part by those fees. We hope you will enjoy the services these companies offer.

It’s easy to have YOUR business ad in The Bear Facts

Go to mtncare.com and click on ADVERTISE or contact bearfacteditor@gmail.com

The Bear Facts Ad Rates

Half Page

$350 /year

Quarter Page
Business Card

$250 /year
$150 /year

Third Page

$275 /year

Special Full Page Inserts mtncare.com/contact-us

Quarter Page size ad
$250 / year

Business Card size ad
$150 / year

The Bear Facts - Release Dates

Next Submission DEADLINE: Nov 1st
The regular schedule for the Bear Facts submissions and
issue “in mailbox” dates are as follows:
Submission
Deadline

MtnCARE.com
post Date

In the Mail
Issue Date
Mar 1st

Issue 1 Spring

Feb 1st

Feb 20th

Issue 2 Summer

May 1st

May 20th

Jun 1st

Issue 3 Autumn

Aug 1st

Aug 20th

Sep 1st

Issue 4 Winter

Nov 1st

Nov 20th

Dec 1st

Please make sure any ad artwork, articles, calendar updates, and photos
are sent to bearfactseditor@gmail.com on or before the submission
deadline (all submissions digital and layout ready please). For questions
call the editor, send an email to bearfactseditor@gmail.com.

Check out current community news at www.mtncare.com
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36930 Old Mill Creek Road
Mentone, CA 92359
Office: (909) 794-1096
sales@burgessphoto.com

Check out old issues of the Bear Facts at www.mtncare.com

Page 12 Volume 16 Issue 3 Autumn
Check out the town & road conditions on the

Mountain C.A.R.E.
Web Cams

http://mtncare.com/web-cams/web-camera-index
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Back To School Safety Reminder

Thanks to the California Highway Patrol,
for this valuable reminder about School
Bus Safety. Drivers should always watch
for school buses as they stop to pick up or
drop off students. The buses will activate
their yellow lights and turn signals first,
then activate the flashing red lights.
A school bus stop sign is no different
than any other stop sign. Drivers must
come to a complete stop in their
lane and wait for the lights to
be turned off before proceeding.
Patience is recommended for all drivers,
as there may be nowhere for the bus to
pull off and let cars pass before the next
stop is made.
Each of us can make a difference when
it comes to the safety of students in
each community throughout the county.
Your cooperation and awareness will
make it a safer year for all of them.
STOP for the reds, STOP for the kids!

It’s easy to have YOUR business ad in the Bear Facts

Click on the “Advertise” button on the mtncare.com home page
Check out current community news at www.mtncare.com
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New Postmaster in Forest Falls

Francisco Sepulveda has recently been
named Postmaster of the Forest Falls Post
Office. He replaces former Postmaster John
Katena, who retired a couple years ago.
As Forest Falls Postmaster, Sepulveda
supervises two employees and oversees
retail services at the 92339 Post Office and
the daily distribution of mail on one delivery
route and to more than 400 PO Boxes at
his facility. Sepulveda is an 18-year postal
Francisco Sepulveda employee who began his career as a mail
carrier and most recently served as the officer in charge of the San
Jacinto Post Office. “I’m proud and thankful to have been selected
for this great opportunity,” said Sepulveda. “I hope to continue
the Postal Service’s legacy of outstanding customer service and to
contribute to the overall success of the organization.
“I want to express my gratitude to the leadership team at the USPS
San Diego District office for believing in me and giving me this
opportunity.”
Sepulveda was born and raised in North Hollywood, and currently
resides in Riverside. He is a graduate of Arlington High School
and Riverside Community College, where he earned an associate
degree in Administration of Justice, Social and Behavioral Science.
Sepulveda’enjoys spending time with his wife and son, remote
control cars, off roading and long-range shooting.
The Postal Service generally receives no tax dollars for operating
expenses and relies on the sale of postage, products, and services
to fund its operations.
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Folks are Asking, “ Who Did This”?
by D. Wells

Painted dumpster by D. Wells, photo by Dani Campbell

“Hello Bear Facts readers, thank you for your time.
With respect to the new paintings on our Big Falls garbage cans.
A local Forest Service Technician that helps to maintain the area,
asked me, a local artist, to become a volunteer and help stem the
tide of graffiti harm by painting over the wounds and old cans.
I have explicit permission from the Forestry Service and matching
outfit, to boot. It is in no way tagging, nor open to the random
whims - it’s designed to inspire the respect the area deserves/needs,
beautify the surroundings and spark the curiosity and thoughts.
So I ask you, as well, to walk the walk and talk the talk. If you’d
like to get involved with protecting our area, educating the folks
that need it, and serving the land around us, get involved with the
San Gorgonio Wilderness Association! (www.sgwa.org).
In addition to painting, volunteers perform many other tasks such
as trail maintenance and patrols throughout our extensive trail
systems, staff our visitor centers like Big Falls, Barton Flats, and
the Mill Creek Ranger Station on peak days, and also perform
tasks such as picking up trash, covering graffiti, assisting with the
visiting crowds we sometimes get, and much more.
I don’t want you to know I did it. It shouldn’t have needed to be
done, but hopefully it will no longer be missed opportunities to
teach someone the beginning basics of “leave no trace behind”,
as they place their trash bags next to the cans instead of easily
inserting into the receptacle, and think of why this cute scene is
painted on the dumpster, and then just maybe a light bulb will
click, and they’ll choose the correct action.
The art is slow going because I am afraid to go alone. Saving this
place is what matters so I brave it up.
Meanwhile, enjoy the pictorials.
Every brush stroke has been facing a fear, doing my best.
I ask you as well, to be essential, to bring healing, to volunteer
to save the world - one step at a time. No meetings, makeup or
keystrokes, just boots on the ground in an awesome SGWA Forest
Service Volunteer uniform.

Check out old issues of the Bear Facts at www.mtncare.com
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Cooper’s Hawk (Photo by David Russell, above)
You’ve seen many pictures and had live encounters of our canyon’s
Black Bears and Big Horn Sheep, but how many of these elusive
creatures have you seen or experienced yet?
Grey Fox (Photo by Lindsey Foggett, right)

To all residents of:
Angelus Oaks, Mountain Home Village & Forest Falls
The Bear Facts is sent out in Mar, Jun, Sep, & Dec. Do you have a
mountain event coming up that would benefit by being included in
an upcoming issue?
The Mountain C.A.R.E volunteer staff gets excited every time the
Bear Facts goes out to our three mountain communities, and to our
canyon property owners who live elsewhere. Perhaps you would like
to help with the newsletter’s production.
Would you like to subscribe? Our valuable subscribers are folks
who support The Bear Facts with a $15.00 donation once a year.
Our volunteer’s names are on the front of this Bear Facts issue. We
all are accessible. If you have an article or calendar entry for The
Bear Facts, contact Paul Tetreault bearfactseditor@gmail.com.
All ad concerns go to mtncare.com home page and click on ADVERTISE

Flying Squirrel (Photo by Rodney Nelson)

for all other concerns, please submit an inquiry at
http://preview.mtncare/contact-us

Check out current community news at www.mtncare.com
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Mountain Communities Food Pantry

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT AND DONATIONS.
Just a friendly reminder from Renata, Dee, and Michelle~
We are here for anyone who needs
a helping hand.
You can call any of us & we will
be happy to meet you at the Pantry
(Forest Falls Community Church)
Renata (408)-410-7510
Dee
(909) 794-0885
Michelle (909) 794-3135
We look forward to serving you.
Warmly,
Your Pantry Pals THANK YOU!

Some Helpful Phone Numbers

CA Highway Patrol 800-427-7623 for Road Conditions

Code Enforcement

Bobcat in Town (Photo by Lindsey Foggett)

“I stayed up all night to see where the sun
went. Then it dawned on me.”

Building & Safety

So Cal Edison

FF Firehouse

Fish & Wildlife

Forest Service USFS

909-387-4044 Illegal Dumping

909-387-4244 Building Codes

800-655-4555 Customer Service

909-794-4413 Non-Emergency

909-484-0167 for Bear & Lion Issues

909-382-2682 Forest service property

Check out old issues of the Bear Facts at www.mtncare.com
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